
IRELAND  /called in the Irish language Eire/ 

 

 

OFFICIAL NAME: Ireland 

CAPITAL: Dublin 

POPULATION: 4,832,765 

MONEY: Euro 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES: Irish/English  

 

 

 

Ireland is an island nation on the westernmost edge of Europe. It is the continent's second 

largest island (after Great Britain). The Republic of Ireland occupies 80 percent of this 

landmass, while a large chunk of land in the north is part of the United Kingdom. 

Ireland is known for its wide expanses of lush, green fields. In fact, its nickname is the 

Emerald Isle. But there are also large areas of rugged, rocky landscape.  

 The climate is mild with an annual temperature of around 10 C. The coldest months are 

January and February. During the summer, temperatures range from 14 to 20 C. The 

warmest months are July and August with average temperature reaching 16 c. There are 

about 18 hours of daylight during July and August and you will find it only gets truly dark 

after 11 pm. 

As a golden rule Irish weather is not predictable! You could be wearing a t-shirt in March 

and need a woolly jumper for August! Ireland gets a lot of rain, so remember to pack a 

light coat. 

The flag is twice as wide as it is tall. The green side is by the flagpole. This flag was first used 

in 1848. Colors in the flag represent the native population and religious beliefs in 

Ireland. Green: Signifies the native people of Ireland. Orange: Represents the British 

supporters of William of Orange who settled in Northern Ireland in the 17th 

century. White occupies the center of the flag and signifies peace between these two 

groups of people. 

There are two official languages: English and Irish. Today Iris his an obligatory subject in 

school for all Irish children 

 

In the ninth century A.D., Viking invaders began raids into Ireland. They established 

settlements that later became some of the country's main cities, including the capital, 

Dublin. The Vikings and Celts fought often for 200 years until a battle in 1014 united the 

country. Peace broke down quickly though, and Ireland was divided into many 

kingdoms. 

 

 

 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-kingdom

